Field-Marshal the Earl Haig of Eemersyde
range of professional duties, although he has himself carried these duties to the highest level a soldier can occupy.
Lord Haig's birth, of highly considered Scotch parents, the easy circumstances of his boyhood, helpful though these and other conditions may have been, furnished him with no passport to special favour; if he was to achieve military fame, he must carve his own way to it. Nor was there any particular promise of future distinction in his career either at Clifton or at Brasenose. The first note of real promise was sounded at Sandhurst just forty years ago. Soon after his entrance there a visitor inquired of one of the officers whether there were any cadets who seemed to stand out from their fellows.
" Well," was the reply, " there is a cadet here called Douglas Haig, a Scotch lad, who is top at everything—books, drill, riding, sports and games ; he is to go into the Cavalry ; and what is more, he will be top of the" Army before he has finished.55
Ten years later Sir Lonsdale Hale, the military critic, wrote from the Staff College : " There is a young Cavalry officer here, Haig, of the 7th Hussars, who, if I mistake not, will go very far indeed.5'
But, before that prediction had been made, the story had run in India that the Adjutant of the 7th Hussars had set a new standard of Cavalry efficiency ; that he was proving it possible to combine keenness for sport with serious study of the science of war: and that Captain Haig was a marked man for the higher branches of Staff work. For thirteen years he was to see no active service; and it was not until the advance to Omdurman in the
143